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1.0 Background 

1.1 Marine plans, together with the Marine Policy Statement, underpin the planning system 

introduced through the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 for England’s seas.  

1.2 The East Inshore and Offshore Marine Plans (Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs, 2014) provide a clear approach to managing the East Inshore and East Offshore areas, 

their resources, and the activities and interactions that take place within them.  

1.3 Nationally significant infrastructure project applications must be determined in accordance with 

the National Policy Statement, subject to certain exceptions, and have regard to the Marine 

Policy Statement and relevant marine plans.  

1.4 This document provides a checklist against the policies in the 2014 East Inshore and East 

Offshore Marine Plans (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, 2014), with the 

Boston Alternative Energy Facility (BAEF) Project to test and demonstrate compliance. 
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